MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES
1994

INTRODUCTION

Information on marriages presented in this report was tabulated from items reported on marriage
certificates filed with the New Jersey State Registrar for marriages which occurred in the calendar year 1994.
Divorce information was obtained from the Chancery Division of the New Jersey Superior Court. Marriages
and divorces are recorded by place of occurrence or judgment; therefore, all marriage and divorce data
presented in this report encompass events that occurred in New Jersey, regardless of the place of residence
of the participants. Since no mechanism for interstate exchange of resident marriage and divorce data exists,
out-of-state events involving New Jersey residents are not included.



TABLE MD1. NUMBER OF MARRIAGES, MARRIAGE RATES AND
MEDIAN AGE AT MARRIAGE FOR BRIDES AND GROOMS
MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES ISSUED IN NEW JERSEY, 1985-1994

MARRIAGES MEDIAN AGE

YEAR NUMBER RATE* BRIDES GROOMS

1985 61,189 8.1 26.4 28.5
1986 61,362 8.1 26.7 28.6
1987 60,550 7.9 26.9 28.8
1988 61,063 7.9 27.2 29.0
1989 60,076 7.8 27.4 29.1
1990 58,747 7.6 27.7 29.3
1991 55,832 7.2 27.6 29.4
1992 55,321 7.1 27.9 29.8
1993 53,505 6.8 28.1 29.9
1994 52,797 6.7 28.4 30.2

*RATES ARE COMPUTED PER 1,000 POPULATION




TABLE MD2. MEDIAN AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
NEW JERSEY, 1985-1994

MEDIAN AGE

YEAR BRIDES GROOMS

1985 24.4 26.5
1986 24.8 26.9
1987 24.9 27.0
1988 25.4 27.2
1989 25.7 27.4
1990 255 26.6
1991 26.0 27.6
1992 26.3 27.9
1993 26.4 28.0
1994 26.6 28.2




TABLE MD3. PERCENT OF BRIDES AND GROOMS UNDER 25 AND
UNDER 20 YEARS OF AGE AT THE TIME OF FIRST MARRIAGE

NEW JERSEY, 1985-1994

BRIDES GROOMS

PERCENT PERCENT PERCENT PERCENT
YEAR UNDER 25 UNDER 20 UNDER 25 UNDER 20
1985 55.1 9.6 37.8 3.3
1986 52.0 8.9 354 3.2
1987 50.0 8.1 33.4 2.7
1988 47.5 7.0 30.8 2.4
1989 44.9 6.8 29.2 2.3
1990 46.3 6.9 29.7 25
1991 40.1 5.4 25.7 20
1992 37.9 4.9 23.6 1.7
1993 36.5 4.7 22.7 15
1994 34.4 4.5 22.0 15




TABLE MD4. MARRIAGES BY AGE OF BRIDE AND AGE OF GROOM

NEW JERSEY, 1994

AGE OF GROOM

AGE OF

BRIDE TOTAL 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54
UNDER 15 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
15-19 1,777 358 956 337 93 28 5 0 0
20-24 12,045 188 4,999 5,061 1,319 335 89 29 15
25-29 17,360 33 1,604 9,214 4,599 1,322 369 148 43
30-34 9,465 7 350 2,007 3,718 2,069 807 347 97
35-39 5,215 3 91 482 1,225 1,548 1,031 508 207
40-44 2,989 1 30 111 304 596 764 635 317
45-49 1,868 4 10 33 113 176 306 454 404
50-54 1,006 1 2 4 21 49 82 166 277
55-59 445 0 0 2 3 8 11 31 56
60-64 282 0 0 0 2 0 1 9 15
65+ 344 0 2 1 0 2 0 0 4
TOTAL 52,797 595 8,044 17,253 11,397 6,133 3,465 2,327 1,435




TABLE MD5. NUMBER OF MARRIAGES BY PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS

NEW JERSEY, 1985-1994

BRIDES GROOMS
NUMBER PERCENT PERCENT

OF NEVER PERCENT PERCENT NEVER PERCENT PERCENT
YEAR MARRIAGES | MARRIED | WIDOWED | DIVORCED MARRIED | WIDOWED | DIVORCED
1985 61,189 74.2 2.7 23.0 72.0 2.8 251
1986 61,362 74.4 25 23.0 72.4 2.6 25.0
1987 60,550 74.6 2.6 22.8 72.9 2.6 245
1988 61,063 74.6 25 22.9 73.0 2.6 24.4
1989 60,076 74.9 4.9 20.2 73.6 5.0 21.3
1990 58,747 74.9 2.4 22.8 73.7 2.4 23.9
1991 55,832 75.3 2.5 22.3 74.2 2.6 23.2
1992 55,321 74.3 25 23.3 73.5 25 24.0
1993 53,505 74.0 2.4 23.6 73.2 2.4 24.4
1994 52,797 74.0 2.3 23.7 73.2 2.4 24.4




TABLE MD6. MARRIAGES BY PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS OF BRIDE AND GROOM

NEW JERSEY, 1994

PREVIOUS PREVIOUS MARITAL STATUS OF GROOM
MARITAL STATUS
OF BRIDE TOTAL NEVER MARRIED WIDOWED DIVORCED
NEVER MARRIED 39,064 32,944 248 5,872
WIDOWED 1,214 267 442 505
DIVORCED 12,519 5,453 575 6,491
TOTAL 52,797 38,664 1,265 12,868
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TABLE MD9. MARRIAGES AND DIVORCES BY COUNTY OF OCCURRENCE
NEW JERSEY, 1994

NUMBER OF NUMBER OF
COUNTY MARRIAGES RATE* DIVORCES** RATE*

ATLANTIC 1,837 7.9 955 4.1
BERGEN 5,333 6.3 2,226 2.6
BURLINGTON 2,470 6.2 1,346 3.4
CAMDEN 3,000 5.9 1,524 3.0
CAPE MAY 883 9.0 348 3.6
CUMBERLAND 954 6.9 526 3.8
ESSEX 5,454 7.1 2,289 3.0
GLOUCESTER 1,408 5.8 738 3.1
HUDSON 3,868 7.0 1,617 2.9
HUNTERDON 760 6.6 353 3.1
MERCER 2,074 6.3 926 2.8
MIDDLESEX 4,567 6.6 2,015 2.9
MONMOUTH 4,118 7.1 1,758 3.0
MORRIS 3,218 7.3 1,265 2.9
OCEAN 2,488 54 1,320 2.9
PASSAIC 3,475 7.5 1,340 2.9
SALEM 412 6.4 203 3.1
SOMERSET 1,726 6.6 791 3.0
SUSSEX 791 5.7 503 3.6
UNION 3,376 6.8 1,557 3.1
WARREN 562 5.9 299 3.1
MILITARY 22 N/A 0 N/A

NOT STATED 1 N/A 0 N/A

TOTAL 52,797 6.7 23,899 3.0

*RATES ARE COMPUTED PER 1,000 POPULATION
*FIGURES INCLUDE DIVORCES, ANNULMENTS AND SEPARATE MAINTENANCE ACTIONS




